
7 YAZAKI ◆ Social & Environmental Report 2010

Similar in function to the nerves or blood vessels in the body, the automotive wire harness, the main product in our 
automotive sector, links in-vehicle devices to each other. In addition to its safety-ensuring basic functions, which can be 
summed up with the words “go, turn, and stop,” the wire harness steadily and efficiently transmits electricity and signals to 
electronic devices that make driving comfortable.

Yazaki’s meters, which serve as interfaces between people and their cars, not only alleviate the pressure on drivers by 
providing high visibility and displaying information in a well-organized manner, they also make driving enjoyable and 
pleasant with their sophisticated designs. This group of products, which includes tachographs, in-vehicle ETC systems, 
drive recorders1 and telematics2, links cars with people by way of communication technologies.
1 Drive recorder: a device that senses both impacts caused by traffic accidents and sudden braking and records images of conditions before and after the 

accident
2 Telematics: a generic name for a next-generation service that provides moving bodies, such as cars, with information using wireless communication and 

information processing technologies

With regard to energy and the global environment, the Yazaki Group has always been looking toward the future. In the 
1970s, the Group was already aware of the potential of solar power as a highly efficient energy source and began focusing 
on solar thermal conversion technology. Ahead of the rest of the world, we developed a solar-powered heating and cooling 

unit in 1974. 
This unit, which is based on thermal energy, is called an 

absorption chiller-heater and it has the major advantage of 
being able to run on power generated from any energy 
source, including city gas, LP gas, gasoline and waste heat. 
In addition, we recently became the first manufacturer in the 
world to succeed in developing air-conditioners that use 
wooden pellets recycled from forest thinning operations and 
others as fuel. These air-conditioners have been added to our 
product line-up.

Meanwhile, we have been pursuing both the improvement 
of comfort and the reduction of environmental impacts since we 
started selling residential solar water heaters in 1976. Later, 
solar water heater systems with integrated electric and gas 
water heaters were added to the product line-up.

Our drive to develop ideas by making use of various 
types of energy is based upon the spirit of our Corporate 
Policy “A Corporation Needed by Society.”

Electricity is not the only energy used at the home. It has been predicted that in addition to electricity, gas along with various 
forms of new energy such as solar thermal energy will become more widespread in the future. By linking automotive devices 
and life environmental devices and making use of various types of energy, the Yazaki Group will pursue the ideal energy mix 
while continuing to develop attractive products based on future needs predictions.

Using information technologies (networks), manufacturers all over the world are trying to develop the most effective power 
grid—one in which various forms of new energy, including renewable energy, are used—in order to be able to say goodbye to 
the days of depending solely on the power generated by conventional power plants. New energy sources for the home, such 
as solar energy and wind power, are being considered in addition to conventional power generating technologies, and their 
practical application is underway. Electric vehicles (EVs) and plug-in hybrid vehicles (PHVs), with high-capacity batteries, are 
just some of the examples. By linking with them homes, power generated at night and from renewable energy sources at 
home can be used to charge cars, while car batteries can be used as emergency backup power supplies for the home.

 Yazaki has been making ongoing efforts to develop a new power grid linking cars and homes.
 Similar to its automotive wire harnesses, Yazaki’s residential wire harnesses (unit cables) have been used to link 

electrical appliances within the home. In the future, however, connectors and cables that “connect cars and homes” 
will become more important. It has already been more than 10 years since Yazaki started production of high-voltage 
wire harnesses for EVs. To use these harnesses to link cars and homes, we need to solve a host of issues, including 
safety and usability for general users. As we tackle these issues in the future, we will seek to also improve our 
“connecting” technologies.

Special Feature: Our Challenge—Finding the Ideal Mix of Energy

We have connected:

We will connect:

Devices and devices, people and cars, people and their lifestyle …
Yazaki has created connections between a variety of things.

Cars and homes …
Lifestyles of the future will be different.

The two main earnings pillars of the Yazaki Group are the automotive sector and life environmental sector.
Although we manufacture different products in different sectors, in each we have the same passion for creating a better 
society through manufacturing.

Environmental aspects of cars and homes have been improved on an individual basis.
By connecting them, we will be able to reach a whole new dimension in which affluent living is in harmony with 
environmental conservation.

The Yazaki Group will work to create a better society by “connecting” technologies 
—not only between cars and homes but between various aspects of society.

■ Automotive sector: not just connecting devices

■ What Yazaki can do to connect cars and homes

■ Finding the ideal mix of energy

“Connecting” concept of the Yazaki Group

■ Life environmental sector: connecting natural energy and households

The Yazaki Group has been manufacturing goods since its 
foundation in 1941. It now manufactures a variety of automotive 
and home products.

The keyword here is “connecting.”
In this article, we try to convey our enthusiasm for 

manufacturing by introducing the connections Yazaki has made 
so far as well as those it intends to create in the future.

Creation of new value by
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