
Elementary school students on 
a factory tour with their parents

Social Communication

The Yazaki Memorial Foundation for 
Science and Technology

As a social project to mark the 40th 
anniversary of the company’s foundation, the 
Yazaki Memorial Foundation for Science and 
Technology was established in 1982. The 
foundation provides research assistance to 
promote progress in science and technology 
and supports international exchange. Promotion 
of science and technology has provided a 
powerful driving force for the development of 
the Japanese nation. However, Japan today 
finds itself in a very difficult international 
climate, and faces an accumulation of difficult 
issues such as a greater need for conservation 
of energy and resources and intensified 
international competition. To overcome these 
and other problems foreseeable in the future, 
and to continue contributing to international 
society while achieving development of industry 
and stabilization of its livelihood, Japan needs to 
promote research and development in new 
areas of science and technology and will also be 
required to broadly apply the fruits of that 
research.

The Yazaki Memorial Foundation for 
Science and Technology provides assistance 
for research and international exchange and 
supports research projects likely to make great 
contributions in fields relating to energy, new 
materials, and information. As of 2002, 386 
recipients have been awarded Grants for 
Research (out of 1,880 applications) and 376, 
Grants for International Exchange (out of 1,163 
applications). In 2002, the 20th year of the 

grant program, the Foundation awarded 
Grants for General Research to six people 
(three years each) and Grants for Research 
Encouragement to ten people (one year each). 
The projects selected include the development 
of a microcapsule-based highly-functional 
thermal storage material, and the production 
and use of a biomechanically modified electrode 
using nanospace technology as an environment-
friendly catalyst.

Applications were also solicited for Grants 
for Specific Research for 2003 on the theme 
“research into new environmentally-friendly 
materials with high recyclability” and research 
into increased capabilities of biosensors.

Cooperation with NGOs and Other 
Organizations

Even organizations such as UNICEF and the 
Red Cross have difficulty providing aid to the 
villages of the inland desert areas of Africa. 
Yazaki provided cooperation and activity funding 
to the NGO Save the Africa which provides 
assistance to villagers in obtaining daily 
necessities and medical treatment mainly in 
such isolated villages. Yazaki also provided 
funding for Wildlife, a magazine published by the 
NPO Nature Film Network with the aim of saving 
flora and fauna threatened with extinction.

Daitou Factory

Every April, during the spring Nationwide 
Traffic Safety Campaign, the Daitou Factory staff 
clean curve mirrors all over the municipality of 
Daitou and collect empty cans from the area 
surrounding the factory. This has been carried 
out as an exercise in volunteer activity education 
for new recruits since 1994.

The Grants for Research presentation ceremony

Numazu Factory

As in the previous year, the Numazu 
Factory participated in the Environment Fair 
organized by Numazu City in February. Waste 
reduction measures and a wide range of 
other aspects of environmental action of the 
factory were presented to local residents and 
questions from children were answered. In 
June, following a request from the local Ooka 
Elementary School for assistance in the study 
of waste treatment, four elementary school 
students were invited to tour the factory and 
have their questions answered. Some days 
later, a letter was received in which students 
had made comments including: “we learned 
a lot of different things by going to Yazaki 
Electrical Wire,” and “I was really impressed 
to see how things are recycled and used 
again.” The staff of the Numazu Factory is 
glad to have been of help to the children.

Ohama Factory

The Ohama Factory cooperated in an 
educational scheme for children organized by 
the Shizuoka Industrial Waste Management 
Association. Sixteen fourth-graders and 
accompanying parents were invited from the 
neighboring municipality of Asaba on a 
factory tour during their summer vacation.  This 
offered a great opportunity for members of the 
community to see for themselves what kind  
of industrial waste   
is generated at the 
factory, how it is 
appropriately treated 
and disposed of, and 
what recycling efforts 
are being made.

Haibara Factory

In August every year, in order to encourage 
an even stronger relationship among those 
involved in the factory operation, employees, 
their families, business partners and local 
residents are invited to take part in a summer 
evening festival. In December, a Christmas 
concert was given for the first time. This grew 
out of a plan to show family members what 
kind of work their fathers and mothers did, and 
ended in the holding of an 
after-work Christmas concert 
to which local residents were 
also invited.

Susono Factory

In June, August and October 2002, regular 
cleanup activities were conducted in the area 
surrounding the factory, in which a total of 
203.9 kilograms of empty cans and bottles, 
combustible garbage, and other litter was 
collected. The Susono Factory staff also 
participated again this year in a river cleanup 
project planned by the Water Quality Control 
Council considering Kano River System and in 
a voluntary cleanup organized by the Gotemba 
City Water Quality Protection Council.

Rain continued all day for this year’s river 
cleanup

Young reporters come to gather 
information at the Numazu Factory

Cleanup in the area around 
the factory

NGO staff working with villagers on a farm

A four-wheel drive vehicle, vital for movement in the desert

Contributions to Society
Tochigi Factory

With the participation of all factory staff, the 
Tochigi Factory began collecting aluminum cans 
to be donated to welfare organizations. To mark 
Zero Waste Day on May 30, a cleanup campaign  
was held in the area around the factory. Empty 
cans and other litter were picked up from     
the streets and curve 
mirrors (large, beveled 
mirrors atop posts that 
allow drivers to see 
traffic approaching at 
a right angle) were 
cleaned.

Company open day for families

Step by Step from Community Activities to 
Social Contribution
With the aim of establishing a harmonious and mutually beneficial relationship with local communities,  Yazaki is active in environmental 
preservation, beautification and other voluntary activities within and around those communities.  Yazaki also works to contribute to society 
in a wider context through other ways, such as the promotion of scientific research projects and support to non-governmental organizations.

Employees cleaning curve mirrors 

Christmas concert to which local residents were also invited
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